Management of synovial sarcoma of the median nerve at the elbow.
Synovial sarcoma is a high-grade malignancy with a marked propensity for local recurrence and a moderate rate of regional lymph node involvement. It usually causes death from massive pulmonary metastases. Despite its aggressive biologic behavior, en bloc wide local resection of small extremity tumors rather than amputation may be indicated if removal of all gross disease is possible. Extremity morbidity from resection of vessels, nerves, and soft-tissue bulk can be minimized by the use of composite reconstruction techniques currently available. A case report is presented to illustrate aggressive limb-sparing surgical therapy of a small, favorably located synovial sarcoma with immediate neurovascular and soft-tissue reconstruction. The literature is reviewed to aid subsequent surgeons faced with management of this uncommon tumor.